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mission was given to Katharine herself to see
her, but under conditions which rendered the
concession nugatory. The Queen wrote a pathetic
letter in Spanish to Cromwell, praying that Mary
might be permitted to come and stay with her.
" It will half cure her/' she urged. As a small
boon, Henry had consented that the sick girl should
be sent to a house at no great distance from Kim-
bolton. "Alas!" urged Katharine, "if it be only
a mile away, I cannot visit her. I beseech that
she be allowed to come to where I am. I will
answer for her security with my life." But Crom-
well or his master was full of suspicion of imperial
plots for the escape of Mary to foreign soil, and
Katharine's maternal prayer remained unheard.
The unhappy mother tried again soon after-
wards to obtain access to her sick daughter by
means of Chapuys. She besought for charity's
sake that the King would allow her to tend Mary
with her own hands. " You shall also tell his
Highness that there is no need for any other person
but myself to nurse her : I will put her in my own
bed where I sleep, and will watch her when need-
ful." When Chapuys saw the King with this
pathetic message Henry was less arrogant than
usual. " He wished to do his best for his daughter's
health; but he must be careful of his own honour
and interests, which would be jeopardised if Mary
were conveyed abroad, or if she escaped, as she
easily might do if she were with her mother; for
he had some suspicion that the Emperor had a
design to get her away." Henry threw all the
blame for Mary's obstinacy upon Katharine, who
he knew was in close and constant touch with